
Dear Families, 
What a positive start back we have had! It has been wonderful for the usual 
buzz of school life to be back and I have never seen such happy staff and 
children to be united. 

I wanted to share with you via this newsletter some of the teaching and 
learning which has been going on around school since we have started back. 
There are so many wonderful activities to fit into this edition! 

I shall share with you a quote from Alana in year 1, who beamed at Mrs 
Hughes and said, “I feel grown up now” because she had her own table 
space and her own set of resources to use.  

Mrs Downs 

Jeans for Genes! 
Join in by wearing your Jeans for 
Genes on Friday 18th September 2020. 
This is to raise money for children with 
genetic conditions. As we are cashless 
(part of our Covid 19 risk assessment), 
families who would like to donate £1 
are welcome to do so via Parent Pay.  

Circle Time! 
Circle Time has been happening around school this 
week as we settle our pupils into their classes and 
support them with the transition back into school 
life. This is a programme written by Miss McClelland 
and Miss Whitcombe in preparation for the full 
return of schools in the MAT. It brings pupils 
together to feel safe and reassured and share their 
thoughts and feelings with the aim of helping them 
to feel connected.  It will work through the themes of reconnection, our 
feelings, gratitude, being the mask, innovation and vision for the future. 
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Year 5’s virtual 
School Trip 
Year 5 were 

determined not to 
miss out so headed 

on a virtual school trip 
to Selly Manor on 
Friday.  They used 

video resources and 
artefacts relating to 
Tudor life to launch 

their new topic. 
A warm welcome to 

the new members of 
the Robin Hood 
Family; Nursery, 
Reception and 

children joining other 
year groups as new 
starters. It has been 

lovely to see you 
coming into school 
and your children 

have been a credit to 
you with how they 

have settled.



Keeping school safe… 
It is the season of coughs and colds, which makes the symptoms of COVID 19 harder to assess. It is 
important, however, that where someone in the household is showing symptoms, advice is taken from 
the covid symptom checker or by calling the NHS. This website has the information needed when 
these situations arise: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/
coronavirus-covid-19/. Most importantly, to keep our 
community safe, please do not come into school with 
symptoms as this means others are at risk. Please seek 
advice and contact the school from home to discuss the 
next action to take. It is important if you have symptoms 
in the household, the whole household must isolate - 
siblings will be unable to attend until a test has 
confirmed a negative result. 

Happy, settled children: 

Just to share some quotes from the children from their first week at school. We have been astounded 
by how happy they have been, how quickly they have settled and the engagement they have shown 
with their learning. 
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First week back

“Coming back to school after lockdown has been a treat for me. I was constantly counting down the days left 
till school. When I first came back it seemed quite unusual: we had to socially distance, we were constantly 

washing hands, we have our own pencil cases and even sitting in rows. Although all of this might seem weird, 
I know that it is to keep us all safe. I am pleased that we are back to school and to see all my friends and 

teachers. The first week has been great!”
Maysoon 6EA

“Few days into 
the week, it felt like 
lockdown never even 
happened; it was like I 

never missed six moths 
of school”

“I felt happy. The 
class, the rules and the 

school might be different but 
I still feel calm, happy and 

safe!”

“I was excited to be in class again to learn. It was good 
to be back with my friends since I haven’t seen them in a long time. It 
was fun to play around with them. I also got to see my old teacher. It 

was enjoyable to run around again.”

“Now I am at school it’s great to 
see my friends because I’ve only 

seen them on FaceTime. The teachers 
have set up the one way system and the 

table and chairs (in the class) nicely 
so it is safe. School is fun!”

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


Year 3 Reading Record Trial 
Miss Griffiths in Year 3, is trialling a new online reading record. This will 
mean that reading sessions at home can be logged digitally. Mrs Griffiths will 
be in touch with year 3 parents about how this will work and, if successful, is 
something which can be extended to other year groups.  

Meet the Teacher Phone calls 
This school term has seen a very different start to the academic year! Our relationship 
with our parents/carers is a central part of our practice at Robin Hood Academy and we 
want to make sure that all of our families have an opportunity to have direct contact with 
their child’s new class teacher. Our Reception and Nursery parents have had family 
meetings over the last few weeks as part of the induction process and will know the value 

of these discussions. Over the next few weeks, each class teacher from year 1 to year 6 will be in 
touch with a short telephone appointment. This is an opportunity to ask any questions, check 
anything you are unsure of, raise any issues but also just to introduce yourselves and have the 
opportunity for some contact. 

Google Classroom  
From the information sent (click here), you will be aware the Trust have launched our i school. We 
know that for the foreseeable future, the impact of COVID 19 will mean periods of self isolation for 
our families. This could be because of symptoms in the household, a positive test result within the 
household or it could be that Public Health England have advised for a bubble to close within school. 
In order for our pupils to become familiar with the online learning platform - Google Classroom - we 
are incorporating this into daily lessons by regularly setting tasks and homework through this. It is 
essential that each child can access the platform at home. Please spend a few moments with 
your child logging in (contact the office if you have not received the log in details). If any issues 
arise, please contact the school office and the Leadership Team will support with this. Within the i 
school, work is set for each school day and pupils can also access their classroom for activities from 
their class teacher and to link into the class learning. Early Years will be using Tapestry as their online 
platform. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ToGCBg-dvOzFeeKMX4jhzpW6tTI3xakZ/view


 

Teacher Training Day: Friday 
23rd October 2020 

Please ensure you pop this date into your diary, as school will be closed to pupils.  This day is a 
key part of training our staff in the Peacemakers Programme which we are introducing across the 
school. This is part of the work we are completing on our focus on behaviour. As a school, we aim to 
ensure our pupils take ownership for their own behaviour and attitudes. Our children are exceptional 
and this programme will enhance their high levels of respect and their commitment to education 
whilst further developing their skills in actively supporting the wellbeing of others. Where issues arise, 
our staff will be focusing on fair and highly effective action to support them to succeed. It places an 
emphasis on restorative approaches to behaviour, developing life long skills for the pupils to draw 
upon and placing them at the centre of leading their own behaviour choices. 

This programme is being led by Miss McClelland, who has already introduced the Peer Mediators onto 
our playgrounds with great impact last academic year. Please do contact her for more information 
about our planned approach.
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Diary Dates: 

Autumn Term 
Starts Monday 7th September 2020 

Teacher training day: Friday 23rd October 2020 
Half term - Monday 26th October 2020 to Friday 30th October 2020 

Term ends - Friday 18th December 2020 

Spring Term 
Term starts Monday 4th January 2021 

Half term - Monday 15th February 2021 to Friday 19th February 2021 
Term ends - Thursday 1st April 2021 

Summer Term 
Term starts Monday 19th April 2021 

Half term - Monday 31st May 2021 to Friday 4th June 2021 
Term ends - Wednesday 21st July 2021
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